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The Ultimate Apostasy 
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HERE is but one ultimate community, the People of God. Jesus Christ 
has but one Body; there is only one Church of Christ. This fact Chris- 
tians must ever have in mind for the illumination of their faith and the orien- 


tation of their practice. Amid the ecclesiastical welter of the Christian cen- 
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turies all the members of his Body have been equally dear to Jesus Christ, the 
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Head. It is therefore a very unholy and perilous practice to label and pass 
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ultimate judgments upon fellow-Christians. The mortal sin against the Body 
of Christ, the ultimate apostasy against the Head of the Body, is to practice 
and glorify “schism” for its own sake. The glorification of schism, the trans- 
formation of the command to separate from pagans into an injunction to 
Christians to separate from other Christians who do not agree absolutely 
with the view of a dissident group, is to “crucify the Son of God afresh 
and put him to an open shame.” Every conscientious dissenter or dissent- 
ing group in the Christian Church should be treated with the utmost respect 
and consideration. But to break the unity of the Body of Christ merely for 
schism’s sake, is to say, “Schism be thou my God,” and to follow the trail of 
the “lost archangel.” I am speaking here of the canonization of revolt as 
such and not of the constant necessity of reform within the Christian Church.— 
Joun A. Mackay in God’s Order, The Ephesian Letter and This Present 
Time, just published by The Macmillan Co., New York. 
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Letters to the Editors 





Wants More Action on “Adverse Influences” 





Sees “‘Infiltration”’ 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

I have read with a great deal of interest 
and appreciation the action of St. Johns 
Presbytery regarding “adverse influences” 
(OuTLOOK, Jan. 19). 

This presbytery has not only recognized 
but has been bold enough to take official 
action on a problem that is eating at the 
very heart of our church. Many of us 
have privately recognized the infiltration, 
often subtle, of representatives of theo- 
logical views and ecclesiastical attitudes 
which were both foreign and harmful to 
our church. There are presbyteries which 
provide a friendly passage of such minis- 
ters into our church. Others are not ac- 
tually conscious of any danger. Only a 
few are alert and watchful. 

Recently I received some propaganda 
from a group that prides itself on its or- 
thodoxy and proclaims that its purpose is 
to preserve our church from heresy. Much 
of the material was written by a man who 
has been in our church only a short time, 
who has been extremely vocal in our church 
courts and in the leadership on behalf of 
minority attitudes which our church has 
frowned upon. One of these efforts had 
to do with harsh criticism of the litera- 
ture published by our Board of Christian 
Education 

Such men charge that the literature 
is heretical, or, at best, not scripturally 
based. Or they seek to break-off all co- 
operative efforts with other Presbyterian 
bodies because, they say, these other bodies 
are or may be heretical. 

Such men presume to mold our church’s 
thought, protect it from heresy, divide us 
from our brethren. But some of them 
have interesting histories. All too many 
of them begin their preparation for the 
ministry in colleges whose students are 
more widely recognized for their schis- 
matic attitudes than for their scholarship 
and some of them go on to their theo- 
logical studies in seminaries that follow 
the same pattern. 

Some men come into our church when 
their entire ministry up until that point 
has been spent in splinter sects with heret- 
ical or theological twists which our Gen- 
eral Assembly has looked upon as foreign 
to us. 

Perhaps many ministers could cite con- 
gregations which have been infiltrated by 
these “adverse influences.” This has been 
to such an extent that they cannot unite 
in a call to a minister from one of our 
own seminaries because he does not speak 
the language of “Dispensationalism” 
(which our Assembly of 1944 ruled non- 
Presbyterian), or preach from a Scofield 
Reference Bible (which carries Dispensa- 
tional teachings). 

In too many cases, the hertical minority 
clothed in protestations of orthodoxy is 
able by default to call a minister of its 
own persuasion. 

It has long been a conviction with me 
that the real root of disharmony in our 
church is in such “adverse influences.” 
Certainly, we should be concerned if our 
church is to retain its character and spirit. 
Is it not time for the General Assembly 
to give some thought to definite action 
that will supplement its 1944 report on 
Dispensationalism? 


Nashville, Tenn. Jos. B. LEpForD. 


On the RSV Discussion 


To THE OUTLOOK: 


I have been reading both sides of the 
question of the matter of the “New Bible.” 
I notice you have some “scholars looking” 
at the Bible. 

One of the scholars seems to indicate 
that “‘subjective bias” of men does not 
affect the translation of the Bible. Ex- 
perience in Oriental language translation 
has led me to the exact opposite conclu- 
sion. Also the Septuagint, from what little 
I have examined it, does the same thing. 

The answer adds the word “arbitrary,” 
which the question does not have. Why 
was it inserted? To me the issue is 
not whether prejudice caused arbitrary 
changes but whether it affected the trans- 
lation. 


Montreat, N. C. J. V. N. TALMAGE. 


EDITORS—Dr. Talmage has mis-read 
the Feb. 9 statement. Dr. Bright does not 
say that subjective bias cannot affect the 
translation of any work. He merely ex- 
presses his judgment that in the case of 
the RSV it has not been allowed to do so. 

As to the word “arbitrary” (which was 
used a few paragraphs earlier), the in- 
sertion of “or” would probably clarify 
what was intended: “I cannot believe that 
they made the change arbitrarily or be- 
enuse of subjective bias.” 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

Below the title of the article on “The 
Scholars and the RSV” (Feb. 9) the new 
translation is referred to as the “new 
Bible.” Such a term is dangerous because 
it contributes to the suspicion of the new 
translation so common among ministers 
and people who do not understand how 
we got the Bible and who think that the 
King James Version is the form in which 
the Bible was originally written. The 
RSV is not a “new Bible,” but a new and 
improved translation based on the orig- 
inal Greek and Hebrew and depending 
on the work of the men who made the 
previous English versions, including the 
King James Version. 

KENNETH C. HOLMSTRUP. 
Louisville, Ky. 


EDITORS—Sorry. We thought the mean- 
ing would be clear in this context. It really 
xives us an older Bible. The RSV, by the 
way, is NOT a new translation. It is a 
new version—a revision of the King James. 


Disagrees With Dabbs 


To THE OUTLOOK: 

“To Walk Lightly Among the Wolves” 
(OvuTLOOK, Jan. 5) was read with interest 
by this reader, a friend and neighbor of 
the author, Mr. James McBride Dabbs. 
Since the content of the article was con- 
cerned largely with certain questions ask- 
ed a minister being received by Harmony 
Presbytery, as one of the questioners re- 
ferred to, I should like the opportunity to 
reply. : 

I cannot understand how a ruling elder 
would observe the familiar and legally 
necessary business of examining a trans- 
ferring minister, and then on the basis 
of some of the questions asked, reach a 
conclusion as to the nature of the evangel 
(which he himself describes as “wrong’’) 
the ministers of that presbytery will pro- 
claim in the approaching evangelistic 


campaign. ...If Mr. Dabbs was actually 
looking for the nature of the evangel, why 
did he overlook the communion service 
with which this same meeting opened? 

The challenge which follows his conclu- 
sion is a worthy one, that of ‘“‘more of the 
daring spirit of Jesus,” but it has little 
relation if any to the premises set forth 
in the body of the article. ... 

Mr. Dabbs said he was struck, first, 
“with the intellectual content of the ques- 
tions, ‘What did the preacher believe’ ” 
He then adds that he does not consider 
belief “religiously very important,” and 
backs this up with the quotation and com- 
ment: “ ‘Out of the heart proceed the is- 
sues of life,’ not out of the head.” Mr. 
Dabbs has made a dogmatic distinction 
which the author of the Book of Proverbs 
evidently did not have in mind, because 
in a verse which follows we read, ‘‘For as 
he thinketh in his heart, so is he,” with 
the context suggesting that “words, wis- 
dom ... understanding,” be kept “in the 
midst of thine heart.” 

That, of course, is a digression, and 
shows that the Book of Church Order was 
evidently overlooked in that it states very 
clearly that “ministers seeking admission 
to a presbytery shall be examined on ex- 
perimental religion, and also touching 
their views in theology, the sacraments 
and church government.” BCO 74. 

In my own opinion this is an unneces- 
sary examination in view of the binding 
continuity of the ordination promise, but 
it is still a legal requirement, and as long 
as there is one legalist in a presbytery it 
must be met. 

Mr. Dabbs was again struck “with the 
emphasis upon keeping the same mind; 
upon mental changelessness”. . . . 

It was my duty to ask the in-coming 
minister about his views in theology. This 
I did as briefly as I could but without 
phrasing my one question in the words 
of either of those Mr. Dabbs cites. I 
simply asked the minister if he “still 
held to the fundamentals of the system 
of doctrine contained in the Confession 
of Faith, which we had studied together 
in the seminary.” An affirmative answer, 
the one word “Yes,” concluded my part of 
the examination. 

Now here is a distortion indeed. I 
cannot understand how anyone would 
equate the question asked with ‘mental 
changelessness” It is absurd to think 
that it was even implied. After all, even 
the best scientists, whom Mr. Dabbs would 
have us emulate, always proceed on cer- 
tain fundamentals so sure and constant 
that they are described as laws. Even so 
in the science of religion there is an ir- 
reducible minimum of fundamentals, else 
religion would not exist. It is to be noted 
that we were criticized first for using the 
head instead of the heart, and now for 
not using the head enough. Incidentally, 
the promise to hold to the “fundamentals 
of our system of doctrine” is the same, 
word for word, for both ministers and 
ruling elders. Shall we discard the book 
completely?. . 

The call to be daring “in the spirit of 
Jesus” is certainly needed, but surely it 
ought to be grounded on something more 
positive than negative digressions and 
misapplied emphases which result only 
in making an ordinary, average (always 
somewhat humorous) meeting of a pres- 
bytery appear naive and even ridiculous. 

D. MAacNasB Morrison. 
Mayesville, S. C. 

EDITORS—Mr. Morrison is pastor of the 

Mayesville church; Mr. Dabbs is an elder 


in the Salem church in the nearby Black 
River community. 
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Catholics Hit McCarran Act 


Leaders Urge Early Revision of Legislation 


Boston, Mass. (RNS)—The McCar- 
ran-Walter Immigration Act was de- 
nounced as discriminatory and “racist” 
by church, educational, and civic leaders 
at an Institute on National Immigration 
Policy here, sponsored by the Roman 
Catholic Archdiocese of Boston and Bos- 
ton College. 

A principal speaker was Archbishop 
Richard J. Cushing of Boston who called 
for a “positive” immigration policy. 

“It is important that the United States 
establish an immigration policy which is 
in harmony with its own needs and its 
recognized leadership among free and 
democratic nations,” he said. “Such a 
policy should seek, rather than deter, 
immigrants—within the limit of these 
needs and inspired by its leadership.” 


Sees Congressmen Lacking 


Archbishop Cushing said the new im- 
migration policy “should involve the 
fullest participation of all voluntary 
groups.” 

“The fullest participation of voluntary 
organizations in the field of immigration 
legislation is the best assurance of secur- 
ing continued citizen interest. A _per- 
manent campaign against racial and na- 
tional prejudices is necessary.” 

The Archbishop said that former Pres- 
ident Truman’s Special Commission on 
Immigration and Naturalization, in rec- 
ommending complete revision of the Mc- 
Carran-Walter Act, “offered a new hope 
throughout the world, of the possibility 
of a more generous attitude toward im- 
migration on the part of the American 
people.” 

Msgr. John O’Grady, executive secre- 
tary of the National Conference on Cath- 
olic Charities, Washington, D.C., who 
recently returned from a trip to India 
and South Italy, reported that in both 
areas the McCarren-Walter Act was re- 
garded as discriminatory against these 
people. 

In Italy, especially, he said, “the new 
American immigration legislation has 
had a serious influence on the morale of 
the people.” 

Speaking as a representative of the 
Lithuanian people, Father Albert C. 
Abracinskas of St. Peter’s Lithuanian 
church, Boston, called for revisions in 
the McCarran-Walter Act “that would 
benefit those Europeans who knew so 


well the horror of race-murder, or, as it 
is sometimes called, genocide.” 


Sociological Factors Stressed 


Paul W. Facey, S.J., of Holy Cross 
College, Worcester, Mass., discussed the 
sociological factors involved in the Mc- 
Carran-Walter Act. Said he: 

“The National Origins Quota formula of 
the Act pumps new life into the moribund 
tribalism that begot Know Nothings, the 
A.P.A.’s, the Ku Klux Klan, and the 1924 
Immigration Act. It goes further by 
spelling out into law the racial basis for 
its objection to Orientals, a basis derived 
from the same pseudo-scientific type of 
thinking that fascinated Adolph Hitler. 

‘It is wrong, but understandable, for 
ignorant, tribal peoples to be afraid of the 
unknown foreigner. It compounds ig- 
norance with self-deceit for educated, civ- 
ilized peoples to legislate against the ad- 
mission of fellow men on the grounds of 
racial inferiority. Personal, not tribal and 
above all, not racial considerations should 
be the criteria for admission into the 
American community.” 


Ask Jones to Resign 
As Chapel Hill Pastor 


Orange Presbytery’s commission is re- 
ported to be demanding the resignation of 
Charles M. Jones as pastor of the Chapel 
Hill, N. C., church (OuTLOoK, Feb. 2). 

Given complete authority to handle the 
church’s situation, the commission is said 
to be unanimous in its present demand. 
In earlier discussions the commission had 
asked that this step be taken. 


In the recent meeting of the commission 
in Greensboro Mr. Jones was informed 
that if he did not resign, the pastoral re- 
lationship would be dissolved. 

During the current year, while on leave 
of absence, he has been preaching in the 
Chapel Hill church once a month. Robert 
J. McMullen, retired missionary to 
China, is serving as supply pastor. The 
commission, however, is supervising the 
church’s affairs and has indicated that 
any actions by the officers will be disre- 
garded. 

Following the January meeting of 
Orange Presbytery the hope had been 
expressed by officers of the church that 
further negotiations with the commission 
would lead to a solution of the problem 
but latest reports are that no further 
negotiations are anticipated. 


Korean Resentment 
Over Goff Penalty 


Seen as Far-Reaching 


Church Circles “Shocked” at 
Result of Court Martial 


Pusan, Korea (RNS)—Church circles 
here were shocked at the light penalty 
given an American army officer in con- 
nection with the fatal beating of a Korean 
Presbyterian minister (OuTLOOK Feb. 
16). 

Religious leaders expressed fear that 
the Eighth Army court martial’s han- 
dling of the case would produce an anti- 
American reaction in South Korea. 

The court martial sentenced Second 
Lt. James D. Goff of Dallas, Tex., to 
two years in prison and dismissal from 
the service. 

Goff had been charged with unpre- 
meditated murder, but the court martial 
reduced the charge to “‘assault with intent 
to inflict grievous bodily injury.” 

He was accused of the fatal beating 
of Hwa-Il Pang last Dec. 5 after Goff 
and three enlisted men burst into the 
home of Mr. Pang’s brother in search of 
stolen Army blankets and canteens. 

Three enlisted men and several Ko- 
reans testified that they saw Lt. Goff 
kick the clergyman and beat him with a 
flashlight and a pistol. 

Mr. Pang was taken to a U.S. hospital 
ship, where he died Dec. 10. 


Sentence “Very Unfair” 


A spokesman for the National Chris- 
tian Council of Korea, of which the dead 
minister was associate general secretary, 
called Lt. Goff’s sentence “very unfair.” 

“We could appeal for forgiveness,” 
he said, “only if the court martial had 
made a proper and fair sentence on Lt. 
Goff. But murder is murder and not 
mere assault. We are afraid this case 
may establish a bad example for the 
future.” 

Other Protestant clergymen, including 
American missionaries, described the 
verdict as a blow to Christianity in Asia. 
They said it would appear to Koreans 
that Americans considered a life precious 
only if it was an American life. 

The Christian News, Protestant news- 
paper published here, told its readers that 
the Eighth Army had not disclosed Mr. 
Pang’s death until mid-January. 

“In view of this fact and the light 
sentence given Lt. Goff on a charge of 








murdering a prominent anti-Communist 
Korean clergyman,” the paper said, ‘“‘we 
are very much concerned over the un- 
favorable effect among Korean Chris- 
tians of the decision of the court martial.” 


Also Unlawful Entry 


The Christian News also commented 
unfavorably on the court martial’s action 
in acquitting Lt. Goff of 
charge of unlawful entry. 

This, said the newspaper, is a question 
that needs “serious consideration:” It 
asked whether foreign troops were to be 
allowed to search Korean civilian houses 
whenever Army property was stolen. 

“Such a matter should be handed over 
to the South Korean police,” the paper 
said. 


a secondary 


(In New York, Edward Adams, field rep- 
resentative in Korea of the Board of For- 
eign Mission of the Presbyterian Church, 
USA, issued a statement on the Pang 
killing. Dr. Adams was in New York 
on a trip to Board headquarters. 

(He said the strong reaction among mis- 
sionaries in Korea could be understood in 


the light of the “provocative circum- 
stances” under which their statements 
were made. 

(“The circumstances of protracted bru- 
tality under which Pastor Pang was done 
to death would cause any normal Amer- 
ican to react with horror, not to mention 
missionaries or Koreans,” said Dr. Adams. 

(As Christians, he added, missionaries 
were not primarily concerned with the de- 
gree of punishment meted out. But “we 
are concerned,” he said, “about two things: 
that we have lost a very valuable leader 
in the Korean Church ... and that when 
a case of injustice happens, it be handled 
in such a way as not to stir up unfriendly 
relations between groups of people.” 

(Charging that the case had been poorly 
handled by Army authorities, Dr. Adams 
cited this illustration. He said that the 
local Army Commander, “instead of put- 
ting the guilty lieutenant out of sight for 
a while, placed him in charge of the work 
force in which the murdered man’s 
brother was the foreman.’ ) 


Nabers Heads Committee 


Charles Haddon Nabers, Greenville, 
S. C., minister, is the new chairman of the 
General Assembly’s Committee on the 


Minister and His Work, succeeding 
Ernest Trice Thompson. R. L. Wood 
of West Palm Beach, Fla., is vice-chair- 
man. 

Dr. Thompson was asked to represent 
the committee at the coming General As- 
sembly and to present its report. 


Benevolences Shows Gains 


Benevolences received by General As- 
sembly agencies for ten months of the 
church year, through Jan. 31, are reported 
as follows: (Editorial, p. 8) 

Annuities and Relief (Louisville), $286,- 
651; inerease over last year, $5,146. 

Christian Education (Richmond), $248,- 
826; increase, $1,466. 

Church Extension (Atlanta), $539,237; 
increase, $47,733. From Program of 
Progress, $17,766; Mother’s Day, $11,784 

General Fund (Atlanta), $232,397; de- 
crease, $1,552. Inter-church Agencies, 
$9,557; decrease, $1,427. 

World Missions (Nashville), $1,055,976; 
increase, $161,731. 


The Scholars Look at the RSV 


Q. From what is said, the RSV must 
not be a perfect version. Dr. Bright, do 
you think it is perfect ? 

BRIGHT: No, and I doubt if we 
ever shall have one. I believe that 
looking at the RSV from the point of view 
of anyone acquainted with the original 
languages we could easily find many 
places where the translation is not all 
that is to be desired. Of course it can 
be improved upon. In many respects one 
might prefer other versions. I think, 
however, that there is no question of the- 
ological bias here but, in some passages 
which are discussed, a question of one 
translator’s taste as against another’s. 

Q. I think the average reader of the 
Bible would like to know what values 
are to be found in the RSV Bible. What 
is good about it? 

MILLER: I would say that the gen- 
eral quality of the language is more the 
kind of speech that men use today and, 
in the main, the reader would certainly 
get more of the actual meaning of the 
original than he would out of many of 
the earlier versions. In addition, there 
are certain specific passages in the New 
Testament where the meaning is clari- 
fied. For example, the earlier revisions 
in the Sermon on the Mount speak of 
whoever calls his brother, Raca. What 
that means certainly not more than one 
person in a thousand would know, but 
the RSV “whoever insults his 
brother.” 
of contempt. Again, in the Sermon on 
the Mount, the old version said, “If the 
salt has lost its savour, wherewith shall 
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Savs, 


The word was simply a sign. 


uestions that trouble people about 
i h ble people abo 
the new Bible are answered by 
qualified Bible students* 


(Continued from last week) 


it be salted?” Well, how do you salt 
salt? The new version says, “If the salt 
has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be 
restored?” One could go on again and 
again with passages that are much more 
clear in the RSV, expressed in the lan- 
guage which men speak today. 
THOMPSON: I think we find in the 
new version a better translation, a better 
text, more nearly in the language of to- 
day. And then we have poetry which is 
printed in the form of poetry. It makes 
a great deal of difference whether you 
are reading poetry or prose and it helps 
for it to be printed in this form. 
BRIGHT: This last part of Dr. 
Thompson’s statement impresses me. I 
dare say that few readers of the English 
Bible are aware that most of the utter- 
ances of the Old Testament prophets are 
actually poetry, because in the versions 
to which we have been accustomed, they 
are, for the most part, printed as prose. 
Sometimes the psalms are printed in the 
form of poetry but not the prophets, yet 
most of the prophetic writings are poetry 


*In this concluding installment, Old 
Testament Professor John Bright, New 
Testament Professor Donald G. Miller and 
Church History Professor Ernest Trice 
Thompson (see p. 13), all of Union Sem- 
inary in Virginia, express themselves 
about the Revised Standard Version of 
the Bible. 


too. I think that is something of very 
great importance for it brings out the 
literary flavor. I want to reiterate what 
Dr. Miller has said, that while the 
student who wants the exact, literal mean- 
ing may often find occasion to object to 
the new version, the average reader who 
wants chiefly and above all to get the 
sense and the message of the Bible will 
find the RSV a very good translation 
indeed. 

Q. Do you think it is the best for the 
average reader ? 

BRIGHT: As I have said, I don't 
think it is perfect and I would have 
criticisms here and there, but I would 
answer your question, Yes. 

Q. Do the other members of the panel 
feel the same way? Is there something 
better that is to be recommended today 
to the average man who wants to buy 
a Bible or read a Bible that will help 
him to know God’s Word for his own 
life? 

THOMPSON: I would say that it is 
the best version for the average reader, 
but it would be well for any reader of 
the Bible to have more than one version. 
The King James, Moffatt’s Translation, 
Goodspeed’s, as well as the RSV. 

MILLER: So far as I know, for the 
average reader it would be the best ver- 
sion, with the exception of some of these 
modern speech translations which have 
been made by individuals. These are 
striking and very helpful but they would 
not be as trustworthy as the RSV in 
detail. 
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On the Re-Marriage of Divorced Persons 


HERE is now before our church 

a report of the Council on Christian 
Relations with certain recommendations 
relative to “‘Marriage, Divorce and Re- 
Marriage.” This report contains serious 
proposals for the modification of our 
Standards on this question. I must take 
exception to some of the contents of this 
report. 

The divine authority and the vital 
place of Christian marriage, the sanctity 
of the marriage vows among Christians 
and the basic place which the institution 
occupies in the church, the Christian home 
and Christian civilization is not a subject 
for debate among Christian people. Every 
intelligent Christian must, therefore, 
“view with alarm” the influences present- 
ly conspiring to wreck it. 

Those of us who are older have seen 
much of the radical changes in the ideals 
and practices of society in these later 
years. In the fine old community in Vir- 
ginia where I spent most of my boyhood, 
a divorced person was a rarity indeed, 
and was admitted with reluctance into 
the best society. Contrast present con- 
ditions of utter confusion in the standards 
of home life, and ideas of marital fidel- 
itv. 


Change in Last 50 Years 


Much of this change has come about 
in the last fifty years with the advent of 
the moving picture and much of modern 
literature, so-called. The portrayal of 
torrid love scenes, the display of lurid 
pictures in magazines, newspapers and 
other publications, with their illicit love 
affairs and obscene narrative; the grow- 
ing emphasis upon immodest, not to say 
indecent, customs in dress at beaches and 
other public places; the exploitation of 
sex and feminine beauty for commercial 
purposes in the “Queen of This” and 
“Queen of That” contests where young 
women are exploited in semi-nude, or 
near-nude costumes, much as in the old 
pagan festivals; the saturation of society, 
high and low, with alcohol and the ac- 
companying break-down of certain di- 
vinely-conceived inhibitions—all combine 
to set at naught the beautiful ideals that 
formerly exalted the purity of marriage 
and the home. 

Some may retort that those of us who 
ure more conservative in such matters are 
“old fogeys,” born fifty years too soon, 
etc. My answer to this is that “by their 
fruits ye shall know them.” Some of 
the fruits of the more “‘liberal” attitude 
are seen in the breaking down of moral 


*Minister, Sharon, S. C. 
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standards—corruption in public office, 
embezzlements, drunkenness (one of the 
primary causes of divorce); crimes of 
every sort, including the most repulsive 
sex crimes and practices, wholesale im- 
morality—the marriage ties and the home 
life of our people being devastated, not 
only by adultery and desertion, but on a 
thousand flimsy excuses under the guise 
of “mental cruelty” or “temperamental 
incompatibility” and the like. 

We are urged to do more to prepare 
young people for marriage, to provide 
for their education in the ‘facts of life” 
—sex education, in other words. With 
some of this I am in sympathy if it is 
done by competent people and in segre- 
gated groups. But, notwithstanding all 
that is being done in this line of “‘educa- 
tion” there has not been within my re- 
collection such widespread looseness of 
morals and such wholesale “promiscuity”’ 
as prevails today. Witness, for example, 
the so-called “virgin clubs” in the high 
schools, the 50,000 illegitimate births an- 
nually to American high school girls— 
evidence of appalling conditions which 
are destroying our high ideals of womanly 
virtue—traditionally the bulwark of our 
home life. 


In the face of these conditions we are 
offered as a remedy, at least in part, the 
modification of our Standards relative to 
divorce and re-marriage. How the pro- 
posed modifications can possibly contri- 
bute to the correction of these chaotic 
conditions or strengthen the testimony of 
our church is more than I can see. The 
recommendations of the Council seem to 
me to smack of apology and compromise 
on one of the vital principles of the 
church and an unwitting contribution 
toward making bad matters considerably 
worse, 

The situation is made desperately com- 
plicated by the absurd hodge-podge of our 
civil laws on marriage and divorce. No 
two states have identical laws. The 
grounds for divorce and the rules of evi- 
dence vary from the single cause (often 
sadly perverted by perjured evidence) in 
New York, to the utterly fantastic farce 
of Nevada law and practice, and every 
conceivable variation in between. If, 
perchance, a divorce cannot be secured 
in one state the applicant can take 
up a fictitious residence in another state, 
get a “quickie” divorce, marry the one 
who was probably the instigator of the 
divorce and, as a rule, expect to have 
this marriage recognized in other states. 


It is difficult to imagine a greater travesty 
in so important a matter. 


Doubts Effectiveness 


I do not hold the Confession of Faith 
to be sacrosanct. Perhaps its archaic 
language and some of its interpretations 
should be revised. I have no particular 
objection to some of the amendments pro- 
posed by the Council, though I doubt 
their effectiveness. An advisory deliver- 
ance by the General Assembly along this 
line would perhaps be preferable to a 
change in the Confession. I refer par- 
ticularly to paragraphs I-VI of the Coun- 
cil’s report. 

However, I do seriously object to the 
recommendations embodied in paragraph 
VII and the proposed amendment to Sec- 
tion 377 of the Book of Church Order. 

The latter reads as follows: 

“A minister to whom a divorced person 
has applied for re-marriage may conclude, 
after careful investigation on the basis of 
our church's principles (Chapter 26, Con- 
fession of Faith—as amended) that the 
applicant’s request should be approved or 
declined; and it shall be the duty of such 
minister to consider conscientiously all 
pertinent facts on which a final decision 
must be based. The presbytery, on its 
own initiative, or the session, upon the 
minister’s request, may set up a Com- 
mittee on Re-Marriage, to which the min- 
ister may turn for advice or other aid in 
this regard.” 

Personally, I have an answer to this 
whole disreputable mess. I simply refuse 
to marry any divorced person. This is 
my well-known policy in my community 
and a divorced person now rarely applies 
to me for such service. Nor do I believe 
that my influence as a minister has been 
weakened, but rather strengthened, by 
my testimony. I have married many fine 
young couples and I have every reason to 
believe that my testimony as to the sacred- 
ness and beauty of the marriage relation- 
ship as the foundation of a happy Chris- 
tian home has far outweighed any 
theoretical good that might have been 
accomplished by a violation of my policy, 
even in such exceptional cases of hard- 
ship as are cited in the 1950 report of 
the Council. 

I do not say that there are no con- 
ceivable circumstances under which I 
would marry a divorced person, but the 
facts would have to be so well-known to 
me first-hand that no personal investiga- 
tion would be needed. I have never yet 
been confronted with such a case. 


Sees Weakening 


In my judgment the proposals of the 
Council, however well intended, would 
be a clear evidence of our weakening 
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under pressure of modern practices and, 
instead of correcting these deplorable 
conditions, would encourage further lax- 
ity. I do not take the position that a 
divorce is not justified in certain hardship 
cases, but I can see much confusion and 
discord growing out of the proposed 
amendments to the Book. It is my im- 
pression that our ministers usually exer- 
cise their own judgment in the cases that 
come before them and will continue to 
do so without further legal deliverances 
of the church courts. To have a commit- 
tee of the session or of the presbytery to 
act in an advisory capacity would involve 
investigations and inquiries into family 
affairs and into court records (possibly 
in some distant state like Nevada) that 
might well split a congregation wide- 
open. Instances would occur in the same 
congregation where one decision would 
be favorable and another adverse. If 
the families involved are of considerable 
consequence in the church and communi- 
ty the minister will probably soon be 
looking for another parish and the church 
itself might well become a “house di- 
vided.” 

I do not take the position that divorced 
people should never re-marry. Such 
people can always have recourse to a 
civil ceremony. They are divorced under 
the provisions of civil law. Let them 
re-marry, if they must, under the same 
auspices. But for me, or my session, 
or a committee of my presbytery to enter 
into such investigations as are proposed 
as a basis for my decision in any given 
case, it is simply unthinkable. 


Why Few Country People? 

The early part of my ministry was not 
in the active pastorate. For nearly twen- 
ty years I have had the privilege of 
serving in several old, country churches. 
There has not been a divorce among my 
people in that time. In my preaching 
I do not “harp” on this question, but try 
to make my position thoroughly under- 
stood and let it go at that. 

I wonder why these fine, country people 
do not join the mad rush into the divorce 
courts. Is it not because they still have 
a heritage of Christian ideals about the 
sacredness of the marriage vows and the 
integrity of the family? They have not 
yet become completely contaminated by 
the refined indecencies of a large segment 
of society—of which one of the most 
prominent families in the country is typi- 
cal—five children with six divorces and 
re-marriages! What a disgrace, what an 
example! And yet we are asked to modify 
the testimony of our church—a move 
which, in effect, would be to accommodate 
just such cases. Instead, we should ad- 
monish our ministers and our people to 
be more, not less, uncompromising in 
such a vital matter. 

I am not attempting to reconcile the 
seemingly contradictory passages of 
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Scripture on this subject, but, in view 
of the exalted, divinely-inspired ideals of 
marriage and the basic place which the 
institution occupies in a Christian civil- 
ization, I am not going to encourage its 
destruction if I know it. That, in my 
humble judgment, would be the tendency 


of the proposed amendments to 


Standards. 


NOTE—Comments on Dr. Scherer’s po- 
sition or on the proposed changes in the 
doctrinal Standards should be designed 
for the letters page. All contributions will 
be subjected to editorial reduction to the 
300-word limit.—Eds. 
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Why Send Relief to the 
Christians of Korea? 


By EUGENE CARSON BLAKE* 


Third of a series of four articles 
discussing the areas of need overseas, 
toward which are focussed the great 
humanitarian efforts of the churches 
working together to minister to the 
suffering and distress of all peoples 
regardless of race, color or creed. 


EW American Christians realize the 

extent to which any really successful 
result of the U.N. effort in Korea is de- 
pendent upon the Christian churches of 
that unhappy and devastated land. 

Of the thirty million inhabitants of 
Korea, nearly one million are Christians. 
The vast majority of these Christians are 
Protestant and their churches are in close 
relationship with the American, Canadian 
and Australian churches which founded 
them, churches which cooperate in the 
World Council and the International 
Missionary Council, and in America in 
Church World Service. 

Because of their vital Christianity, 
Christians of Korea are providing for 
more than their numerical share of lead- 
ership in the Republic of Korea even in 
politics, but especially in education, re- 
construction, and relief. This is what 
we should expect, for it is still truth that 
makes men free. 


Resources Are Depleted 


The devastation and dislocations of 
war have gravely reduced the resources 
of churches that were in no sense wealthy 
before the war began. Unless American 
Christians give money and goods through 
church channels (in most churches 
through “One Great Hour of Sharing,” 
March 8, 1953) to their fellow-Christians 
in Korea in generous quantities, we will 
desert our fellow-Christians in their own 
need and also condemn them to an un- 
Christian inability to respond to the 
human need that is all about them. 

If we give them material help, they 
have the spirit and the ability to share 
it generously with others outside the 
Christian fellowship in the places where 
the need is greatest. 





*Stated Clerk of 
Church, USA. 


the Presbyterian 


How great is the need? When I was 
in Korea last winter I saw refugee boys 
and girls clothed in single cotton gar- 
ments, barefooted in freezing weather. I 
heard of refugees whose U.N. food ra- 
tions actually arrived only five days out 
of thirty in one month. (This is not 
written as a criticism of the U.N. Civil 
Assistance Command. When I was there 
last year too much of that progress was 
on paper, but it was a good program on 
paper and in some degree in reality.) A 
church relief program should not be 
thought of as taking the place of the 
U.N. program, since church resources 
at best cannot match the needs created 
by war. Government alone can do that 
job. 


American Churches Helped 


But if it hadn’t been for the money made 
available through American churches 
during the past two winters, there would 
have been a great deal more suffering and 
many Christian groups themselves would 
have been liquidated by the grim struggle 
for physical existence. 

Christian churches of Korea have the 
resources of faith and leadership to do 
a wonderful job of building morale and 
taking care of widows, orphans and ref- 
ugees in ways that the official government 
programs at their best cannot match. The 
advantage of having the actual distribu- 
tion of relief in the hands of trustworthy 
Koreans greatly multiplies the value of 
the goods and money sent. 

Possibilities have been opened up 
within this last year to increase greatly 
the flow of relief goods into Korea. Until 
recently, because of the bottleneck of port 
facilities, it was impossible for our 
churches to get import permits. What 
we did was therefore limited to buying 
in the open markets in Korea itself at 
greatly inflated prices. The military sit- 
uation having been stabilized over a 
twelve months’ period, the port bottleneck 
is now opened up and every dollar given 
will produce its full value in clothes or 
shelter in Korea. 

When I was in Pusan a year ago, I 
had a most interesting interview with a 
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Brigadier General (a U.S. Presbyterian) 
who was then in command of the whole 
supply department of the Army in Korea. 
I cannot quote him exactly, but in re- 
sponse to questions, he said in almost 
these words: 

“When our armies were at the Yalu 
River a year ago and the Chinese Com- 
munists began their attack, an event oc- 
curred of which few Americans apparent- 
ly realized the significance. Hundreds of 
thousands of North Koreans (who had had 
the experience of living under the Com- 
munist regime) packed up what little be- 
longings they could carry and streamed 
southward before the advance of the Chi- 
nese armies. This spontaneous mass mi- 
gration southward is the greatest vote of 
confidence ever given by an Asiatic people 
to the United Nations, to the United 
States, yes, even to the Christian church.” 


Hope—or Danger 
It is these refugees who are in the 


greatest need in Korea today. Uprooted 
from their homes, crowded into inade- 


They Said 


Continued from Feb. 16, calling 
attention to significant statements 
published in these columns 


during 1952 


Perversion of Purpose 


I feel that it is a perversion of the 
basic purposes and intent of the church- 
related college to give a student or pros- 
pective student a scholarship or grant- 
in-aid in order to get him to come to a 
particular college and participate in some 
sport, when that same person would not 
have received that same assistance on the 
sole basis of his scholastic ability and 
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quate shelter, unable as yet to support 
themselves despite the army jobs avail- 
able to some who happen to be in for- 
tunate places, this vast number of ref- 
ugees who freely chose to run the risks 
and deprivations of freedom are at once 
a great hope for the future of Asia and a 
great danger to freedom. Uprooted peoples 
who are not sufficiently helped soon be- 
come a cancerous group to any free so- 
ciety. We must help them not only 
through governmental assistance, but 
through our fellow Korean Christians 
who find in them a potential resource to 
build the free Korea for which young men 
from all over the free world are dying. 

“One Great Hour of Sharing” is still 
the event upon which most churches in 
America depend for the funds to enable 
them to cooperate through Church World 
Service in giving aid to the brave people 
of Korea. 


Something! 


financial need.—JAs. FraNcis MILLER, 
April 28. 


Accept the Criticisms 


The task of the church might be put in 
this way. Strive to be worthy of the crit- 
icisms most commonly brought against 
the church. Those critical charges, are, 
in the main, three—that the church is a 
failure, that it has the wrong kind of 
people in it, that it is always asking for 
money. How many times have we all 
heard these charges hurled! The thing 
to do is not to try to refute them but to 
accept them, for in a deep sense they are 


all badges of honor.—Hatrorp E, Luc- 
cock, May 5. 


Christ in the Heart 
If a man carries Christ in his heart, 
he will not need a picture to remind him 
of the Presence; if he does not, he will 
not realize Christ’s presence, though his 
purse were bursting with pictures.—N. 
P. Farrior, May 19. 


So What? 

Is not the failure of the church so 
often to reach anything like its potential 
power due to the reluctance of so many 
to make an emphatic witness? . . . To 
many nominal Christians the whole gos- 
pel is nothing to get really excited about. 
By their actions, and lack of action, they 
say, “So what? I’ll get on with what I am 
doing.” —Ha.rorp E. Luccock, May 26. 


* Explaining Things 

Very recently, friends of ours finally 
found a church in which, as they put it, 
“The minister is explaining things.” We 
rejoice with them and wish that more 
ministers would find time to lead study 
groups and give series of sermons and 
talks in which they likewise would, to 
state it very simply, explain things.—H. 
P. Pitcrm™, May 26. 
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AUSTIN COLLEGE of Sherman, Texas, is the 

pioneer Presbyterian liberal arts college of the 

Southwest, a four-year co-educational senior 

college, fully accredited. Write for literature. 
W. B. GUERRANT, President 
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Christian emphasis @ Educational excellence @ Friendly personal attention 
Small classes @ Tests and guidance e College, Business Administration, Preparatory 
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QUEENS COLLEGE 


CHARLOTTE, NORTH CAROLINA 
A fully accredited college with a program planned for the academic, religious, and 
social development of its students. A.B. and B.S. Degrees 
Men and women day students. 
CHARLTON C. JERNIGAN, Ph.D., President 
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EDITORIAL 


Can’t We Do This? 

We have raised the question before. 
We raise it again. Why can’t we bring 
our routine gifts to the Assembly’s Gen- 
eral Fund up to the proper level—why 
must it show a continued failure to re- 
ceive even as much as was given last 
year? 

Our report of receipts for ten months 
of this church year (see page 4) shows 
this fund and the one for interchurch 
agencies as the only ones falling below 
last vear. This simply means that con- 
gregational and presbyterial designations 
of gifts are taking from the General Fund 
what is sorely needed—not by one but 
by seven of our important departments. 

Evidently it is not understood widely 
enough that the General Fund includes 
our appropriations for: 

The General Council 

Soard of Women’s Work 
Assembly’s Training School 
Montreat 

Stillman College 

American Bible Society 
Historical Foundation 














When we reduce our gifts to this fund 
we are reducing the work of all seven of 
these valuable agencies. Most of these 
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need not less but more than was given 
last year. We are not wise when we re- 
duce their efficiency. 

A little attention along the line would 
bring these General Fund remittances up 
to the point of need and in line with our 
increasing gifts to all the other causes. 


Let Presbyterians Reunite 


IV. Present Cooperation 
Points to Union 


In his last recorded prayer Jesus 
prayed for his disciples, “that they may 
all be one... that the world may believe 
that thou hast sent me.” This prayer 
does not indicate that all denominational 
barriers should be leveled; it does in- 
dicate that the unity of believers in Christ 
should be visible to the world. 

For Presbyterians, it points, we believe, 
to organic union. 

First, because Presbyterians are one 
people. ‘They come from the same stock, 
they glory in the same heritage, they ac- 
knowledge the same creed, they are gov- 
erned by the same polity. Presbyterians 
who know each other best are the ones 
who are most eager for union. Ministers 
and members pass naturally from one 
church to the other and feel immediately 
at home. 

Again, because Presbyterian union is, 
in fact, Presbyterian reunion. For 150 
vears Presbyterians, U.S., and USA were 
united. We held together until the nation 
itself seemed to fall apart—in 1861. 
Political and economic divisions have 
long since been repaired. Episcopalians 
north and south came together immediate- 
ly after the cessation of hostilities. North- 
ern and Southern Methodists regrouped 
their forces in 1938. In the whole United 
States only two sectional churches re- 
main—Southern Baptists (now begin- 
ning to invade the North) and Southern 
Presbyterians. It is time for Presbyterians 
to heal their divisions, to reunite their 
ranks, and to become once more a na- 
tional church. 


Present cooperation points 
to union. 


In home missions—there has been 
basic understanding since 1889, when 
Presbyterians, U.S. and USA agreed that 
they would avoid wasteful competition. 
Since that time there have been many 
happy and fruitful working agreements. 
True, in some situations, there have been 
strained relations. That is inevitable 
where there are many overlapping respon- 
sibilities. But such occasions are rare. 
In West Virginia there is a gentleman’s 
agreement that one denomination will 
not invade the other’s “territory.” In 
Kentucky joint meetings of presbyteries 
and synods are held as a matter of course, 
and such joint meetings, resulting in 
joint-planning, are becoming more fre- 


quent in synods where both churches are 
at work. 

In foreign missions—we enlist con- 
verts and bring them into one united 
Presbyterian Church. In every country 
where we have U.S. and USA missions 
we have one or more united enterprises 
supported by both U.S. and USA funds 
and missionary personnel. This has been 
true in China, Korea, Japan, Brazil. 
Africa, Mexico, Portugal, and Ecuador. 
Apparently, missionaries from the two 
churches produce the same type of con- 
vert. It does not seem desirable to main- 
tain a meaningless division in a new 
situation. 

In Christian education—we support 
united colleges: Westminster in Mis- 
souri; Centre in Kentucky, Davis and 
Elkins in West Virginia. In Louisville 
Theological Seminary we unite in the 
training of our ministers. Men trained 
by outstanding scholars, some from the 
North and some from the South, are 
equally at home in either branch of the 
church. On one college or university 
campus after another we have one united 
work for all Presbyterian students. 

Our Boards have cooperated fruitfully 
in numerous ways over the vears. Our 
last General Assembly instructed its de- 
partments of evangelism and stewardship 
to enter into a cooperative effort with the 
United Presbyterian Church and _ the 
Presbyterian Church, USA, along lines 
approved by committees of the three 
churches. Plans for this cooperative en- 
deavor are now underway. 

This same General Assembly adopted 
a plan looking to a widspread, simulta- 
neous pulpit exchange among the three 
negotiating churches. 

It also approved the erection of a joint 
committee on Chaplains. 

Said the General Assembly: 

“Our deepest concern is for the widest 
possible evangelism of America. It is 
therefore most fitting that the resources 
of our three churches should be so utilized 
as to render a maximum service to this 
end. To accomplish this, consultation 
and planning with each other should 
be exercised in new church developments 
or adjustments in older fields to avoid 
overlapping and a competition which 
would be contrary to our true unity of 
purpose.” 

These various cooperative arrangements 
are possible because Presbyterians are 
one people. They have been brought 
about because they enable us to utilize our 
resources more effectively for the advance- 
ment of the Kingdom, and because in so 
many areas, to work to the best advan- 
tage we must work together. 

Cooperation is good, but it does not 
go far enough. The fact that coopera- 
tion on such a wide scale is possible and 
advantageous indicates that closer coop- 
eration on a still wider scale would be 
possible and still more advantageous. 

That is to say, present cooperation 
points to reunion. 
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DON’T PULL A DRAWHEAD! 


“Be not anxious 


RAVELERS by a certain railway 

which need not be named, for those 
who ride on it will have noticed how 
often trains can be delayed, not by some- 
thing that happens to their own train but 
to the train ahead—a freight, naturally. 
Your train will come to an unscheduled 
stop in the wide midst of nowhere. Some 
passengers pay no attention, some sit and 
grumble, a few will inquire. At first all 
they will tell you is that there is a red 
light where a green one ought to be. Then 
the trainmen will begin to speculate— 
“Mfust’ve pulled a drawhead again.” And 
after so long a time your train crawls 
ahead, to pass on some siding a freight 
train, still on the rails but broken in two. 
Yells, as you pass, confirm the rumor— 
he pulled a drawhead, surely enough. 

It is no rare accident. The drawheads 
seem to be the weak spots in a long train; 
they are the parts of the cars to which 
the couplers are attached. When the train 
is moving, each drawhead feels the strain 
of the whole train; but if the train starts 
smoothly and is running smoothly, mo- 
mentum helps it along and there is no 
drawhead trouble. But if the train starts 
up too roughly, or if it puts on speed 
too suddenly when running, the strain 
may be too much for the weak drawhead 
and off it comes, and the train is split 
in two. 

The drawhead business is one reascn 
why when starting a long train, the engine 
backs a little so as to leave a little “slack” 
between all cars. Then when the engine 
pulls ahead, instead of pulling the entire 
load at once, it first pulls just one car a 
few inches; then the first two, and so on, 
adding the load by degrees, one car at a 
time. 

If the engineer pulls a drawhead it’s 
a sign he tried to pull too heavy a load 
all at once. 

It isn’t ordinarily a dangerous accident. 
All it causes are delays, messed-up sched- 
ules, bad tempers. But it is a nuisance 
and it seldom has to happen. 


T IS GOOD advice for everyone as 

well as for engineers: Don’t pull a 
drawhead! Don’t pull yourself in two. 
Jesus was giving almost identical advice 
when he said (as we translate it), “Be 
not anxious .. .””. We do not know the 
exact word Jesus used in Aramaic. 
But we do know that the Greek word 
Matthew chose for translating it is mer- 
imnao, which literally means to divide 
the mind. Our expression distracted or 
distraught means the same thing, for 
distracted means literally pulled apart, 
pulled in two just like a train that has 
pulled a drawhead. Now the human 
mind is a tough thing. It is made to 
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carry loads, to hold together under strain. 
But sometimes it doesn’t. 

Pulling a drawhead in the mind does 
not have to be a big wreck, a spectacular 
breakdown. It can happen to any of 
us at any time. It always means delay, 
messing up schedules, bad tempers. It 
may be an apparently slight thing, as, 
for example, a shirking of some respon- 
sibility that ought to be carried. But 
the mind jerks loose from it, leaving it 
behind in the way of others who have 
their own loads to pull. 

Whenever the mind pulls a drawhead, 
the reason may be as simple as when a 
locomotive does it; someone tried to pull 
too much all at once. People seldom break 
down with overwork. You can do only 
about so much work at any given moment. 
What breaks up the mind is carrying 
this minute’s load and this morning’s 
load and this afternoon’s at the same 
time; the load of work that is being done 
and the load of work yet to be done; to- 
day’s responsibility and tomorrow’s too. 

What breaks the heart is seldom one 
regret. It is many regrets carried all 
at once. In the course of a day, one can 
think many sad thoughts without pulling 
a mental drawhead; but when one tries 
to pull the load of all the griefs at once, 
the heart just comes in two. 
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Make room in your life for what the 
railroad man calls a little slack, don’t 
take on all your loads at once. 


N THE forward movement of society 

there is also such a thing as pulling 
drawheads. The young reformer, the 
eager young Christian minister, looks at 
his shiny Diesel of a new idea, a new 
ideal, and feels that it can pull society, 
or the church, or both, a long way ahead 
of where they are. So it can; but there 
are a lot of human drawheads to be con- 
sidered. Even the heavenly Power, if 
applied too suddenly, can pull some of 
these drawheads. 

Society is made up of many groups, and 
there is tremendous inertia in every one of 
them. The wise reformer, the wise lead- 
er, will be like the good engineer; he will 
not try to pull everything at once into 
high speed. He will back up his train 
a little, give it plenty of slack, and then 
ease into motion one car at a time. A 
car with its drawhead jerked out is harder 
to move than ever. 

The railway of progress has more than 
once been blocked by engineers who were 
in too much of a hurry. The Chief Dis- 
patcher wants your train to move, by all 
means; the orders are clear enough. But 
don’t pull a drawhead! 
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CHURCH NEWS 


Seek “Privileged” 
Status for Ministers 


South Carolina News Letter 

Efforts are being made to enact legisla- 
tion which will exempt South Carolina 
ministers from any requirement that they 
reveal before the courts information gain- 
ed in their pastoral work. In most states 
a minister is granted the right of “priv- 
ileged communications,” but not here. 
Since several recent situations are re- 
ported to have proved embarrassing to 
the ministers involved. Solicitor Pon 
Taylor of Columbia and several minis- 
ters of the same city are working to have 
the legislature enact a bill granting the 
desired exemption. 





Hotel Is Reserved 
For Men’s Meeting 

The whole of the Ocean Forest Hotel 
at Myrtle Beach has been reserved for 
the synodical men’s convention May 2-3. 
Wives are invited and special meetings 
are planned for them. Speakers on the 
program include Clovis G. Chappell, A. 
W. Dick, S. J. Patterson, Jr., the Frank 
W. Prices, Lucy Steele. Legare McIntosh, 
Columbia, the men’s president, says that 
John Foster Dulles hopes to be able to 
be present for an address if he can sched- 
ule it. 


Cooperative Work 
Reports Good Year 


The Christian Action Council of the 
state called last year its best recent year. 
This agency is an interdenominational 
agency for “education and action on 
moral issues.” Gains were reported in 
finances (more than $19,000), in support 
(ten white and Negro denominations), 
and in enlarged program and plans. For 
the first time this agency is included in 
the budget of the Presbyterian Synod of 
South Carolina. Howard G. McClain is 
the executive secretary. The Council is 
currently endorsing legislation seeking 
enactment of a local option liquor law 
and formation of a “coordinating council 
on alcohol problems. 


New Presidents Are 
Welcomed by Colleges 


Joseph Roberts was recently installed 
as president of Coker, the only white 
college in the Pee Dee area. Dr. Roberts 
comes to the Hartsville institution from 
the Duke University graduate school 
where he was associate dean. Other col- 
leges with recently-named presidents in- 
clude: Wofford, Pendleton Gaines; Co- 
lumbia, Wright Spears; Limestone, Nor- 
man Shands; the University of South 
Carolina, Donald Russell. 


Miscellany 


Efforts looking toward the possible es- 
tablishment of a vocation guidance center 
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are being made by the synod’s religious 
education committee and the student work 
committee. Presbyterian College at Clin- 
ton is looked to as the likely location. . . . 
Governor James E. Byrnes has asked the 
state legislature not to enact the consti- 
tutional amendment eliminating the re- 
quirement for public schools, approved 
by the voters last fall, until the Supreme 
Court rules on the segregation issue 
raised in the Clarendon case. . . . The 
four white and one Negro Presbyterian 
churches of Rock Hill are cooperating in 
maintaining a day-nursery for Negro 
children, with an average attendance of 
70. . . . Neil Truesdale, pastor of the 
Aveleigh church, Newberry, has been 
named chairman of the citizenship 
committee of the Christian Action Coun- 
cil. This committee studies and recom- 
mends action on important moral issues 
which may come before the state legisla- 
ture. 
Frep A. HopKINs. 

York. 


Congress Gets Bill for 


Social Security to Clergy 


Washington, D.C. (RNS)—A _ pro- 
posed amendment to the Federal Social 
Security Act which would permit clergy- 
men to participate in the program was 
introduced in Congress by Rep. Carl 
Elliott (D.-Ala.). 

It would allow clergymen desiring old 
age benefits—and willing to pay for 
them—to “elect” participation as “self- 
employed workers.” 

The Alabama congressman said it was 
“only fair” that clergymen should have 
this right along with many others now 
covered under the self-employment pro- 
vision. 

He said that clergymen are underpaid 
and that it is difficult for them to save 
any money for their old age out of current 
earnings. 





Centre President Is Cited 


President Walter A. Groves of Centre 
College (Ky.) recently received an award 
of the Consular Law Society in New 
York. Along with Syngman Rhee, pres- 
ident of South Korea, Dr. Groves received 
the society’s certificate award at the Ko- 
rean Consulate office. 

The Centre president’s recognition 
comes from his services to education in 
Iran from 1925 to 1940 when he was 
dean of the American College at Tehran. 
He received the Iranian Government’s 
highest award, the Scientific Medal of the 
First Degree, for the same reason in 
1944. 

The Consular Law Society is an or- 
ganization of lawyers representing gov- 
ernment and commerce designed to pro- 
mote international law and diplomacy 
and international understanding. 
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No. 30 in a series on congregational singing 


The Leader in Worship 


By JAMES 


I. His Choice of Hymns 


1. Select hymns with worthy texts. 
Many of our sanctuaries and church 
school departments have fine hymnals. 
Others, unfortunately, have not yet been 
able to purchase good ones. If you have 
a first-rate hymnal, the problem of worthy 
texts has largely been solved by the hym- 
nal editors. They have eliminated the 
worthless hymns. Leaders, however, who 
use other hymnals should exercise care 
in the choice of texts. Carl Fowler Price 
gave this definition of a hymn: 

“A Christian hymn is a lyric poem, 
reverently and devotionally conceived, 
which is designed to be sung and which 
expresses the worshiper’s attitude toward 
God, or God’s purposes in human life. It 
should be simple and metrical in form, 
genuinely emotional, poetic and literary in 
style, spiritual in quality, and in its ideas 
so direct and so immediately apparent as 
to unify a congregation while singing it.” 


2. Select tunes with musical quality. 


There are scores of genuinely popular 
tunes of high quality in every reputable 
hymnal. Cwm Rhondda, Hymn to Joy, 
Lyons, and In Dulci Jubilo are four ex- 
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amples which have vital melodies, in- 
teresting harmonizations, and _ stirring 
rhythms. What is more important, each 
of these melodies sets forth the accom- 
panying text with fidelity. 

Public school music education is based 
on the use of music of superior quality. 
The church should do no less. 

3. For genuine worship experiences, 
select familiar hymns. The members of 
your group cannot easily think of the 
message of the hymn when they are fol- 
lowing the devious routes of a strange 
tune. The average person cannot readily 
praise God when he or she is distracted 
by the mechanics of note-reading, any 
more than a novice can enjoy the land- 
scape when driving a car for the first 
time. 

Therefore, your people can worship 
most naturally through familiar hymns. 
When you must use an unfamiliar but 
appropriate hymn in a regular service, 
rehearse a special group of singers before- 
hand, if possible, so that they can help 
in leading it. Announce the hymn so 
that group participation is encouraged, 
and have the tune played clearly. Even 
better, set aside an occasional informal 
period when the new tunes can be taught. 

4. Select hymns bearing on the worship 
topic. If the topic of the service and ser- 
mon is “faith,” you would obviously use 
such hymns as “My faith looks up to 
Thee,” “How firm a foundation,” “Faith 
of our fathers” or similar hymns. The 
topical index will help in this intelligent 
selection. 

5, Select hymns which are emotionally 
appropriate. Most of our worship follows 
a pattern of emotional experiences. 
Hymns can help express these emotions. 
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A hymn of adoration, like “Holy, Holy, 
Holy, Lord God Almighty,” usually opens 
this service. The sermon is usually pre- 
ceded by a hymn bearing on its thought. 
After the sermon it is usually appropriate 
to sing a hymn of dedication. Do not 
carelessly use hymns which call for a 
tremendous commitment unless you feel 
that your group is emotionally prepared 
to mean what it sings. I have in mind 
such hymns as ‘Faith of our fathers, we 
will be true to thee till death.” 

6. Select hymns adapted to the average 
age of your group. Some hymns, like 
“Fairest Lord Jesus” and ‘“‘For the beauty 
of the earth,” can be sung together by 
Christians of all age-levels. Hymns like 
“Depth of mercy! can there be mercy 
still reserved for me?” and “Come, ye 
disconsolate” are more suited to the adult 
mind. Other hymns like “Now in the 
days of youth” express admirably the 
aspiration of young people. Insofar as 
you can, select hymns which ring true to 
the experience and thought of your group. 

7. Select hymns which include the en- 
tire Christian experience. Do not be 
narrow or one-sided in your choice of 
hymns. Too often we sing about the 
starting point and the close of the Chris- 
tian life and too rarely do we sing about 
the glorious pilgrimage between these 
points. Christian experience includes 
struggle with evil, adoration, courageous 
conduct, missions, redemption, hope. Our 
hymns should include these and all other 
aspects of the Christian life. 


* * * 


Hymnal editors winnow a_half-mil- 
lion hymns to produce a hymnbook. The 
individual leader of worship by his in- 
telligent choice of a single hymn com- 
pletes this process, thus bringing the ac- 
cumulated experience of Christendom to 
a focus in this act of musical worship. 
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BIBLE STUDY 





Jesus Urges Alertness 


By ERNEST TRICE THOMPSON 
SUNDAY SCHOOL LESSON FOR MARCH 8, 1953 
Matthew 24:1-25:13. Print 25:1-13 


We continue this week our study of 
Jesus’ last week in Jerusalem. On Sun- 
day he came into the city acclaimed by 
hosts of pilgrims as the promised Mes- 
siah. The next day he purified the temple 
in accordance with the prophecy of Ma- 
lachi, and even the children took up the 
cry: “Hosannah to the Son of David.” 

Tuesday was a day of conflict. The 
authorities demanded to know what au- 
thority Jesus had for interfering with 
their temple arrangements. Jesus forced 
them to acknowledge their inability to 
pass on the authority of a prophet, and 
then, in a series of striking parables, an- 
nounced their rejection as custodians of 
the Kingdom of God. Mad with rage, 
yet helpless in the face of Jesus’ pop- 
ularity, the rulers departed to plot his 
death. 

The first plan which they evolved was 
to trap him into some foolish or treason- 
able utterance. Jesus answered their 
questions wisely and sanely, and then 
put his enemies to route by raising a 
question himself which suggested that 
their Messianic assumptions were con- 
trary to the Scriptures. He ended his 
counter-attack by a fearless exposure of 
their religious hypocrisy. His scathing 
words came, however, from a_ broken 
heart. He was making his last appeal 
to Jerusalem, and, in rejecting that ap- 
peal, he saw clearly enough that the na- 
tion had sealed its own doom. In less 
than a generation Jerusalem would be 
destroyed. 

We come now to the lesson of the week. 


I. Jesus’ Predictions of the Future, 


24:1-42 


As Jesus went forth from the temple 
at the end of the day (it was his last 
public appearance) his disciples called 
his attention to the magnificence of the 
structure and especially to the size of 
the stones. 

Jesus replied, “There will not be left 
here one stone upon another, that will not 
be thrown down.” (Forty years later, 
in A.D. 70, Jesus’ prediction was ful- 
filled. In that year the Romans under 
Titus captured the city and devoted it 
to destruction. 

The disciples were much disturbed by 
Jesus’ words and said, “Tell us, when 
will this be, and what will be the sign 
of your coming and of the close of the 
age?” They thought no doubt that they 
were asking a single question. To them 
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the destruction of the temple involved 
the return of Christ and the end of the 
world. In reality however the three ele- 
ments were separate and it will help us to 
keep this in mind as we proceed. For 
Jesus first utters a warning, and then 
speaks in order of the three things about 
which they had asked. 

1. A Warning: “Take heed that no 
one leads you astray,” 24:4-14. Jesus 
told his disciples that many calamities 
would fall upon them. They would be 
inclined to think that these things pre- 
saged the end of the world. But such was 
not the case. They must not be deceived. 
The end would not come until] they had 
had the opportunity of preaching the gos- 
pel to all the world. 

Some of these misleading signs are 
mentioned by Jesus: false messiahs, 
wars and rumors of war, famines, earth- 
quakes, persecution, apostasy and world- 
liness. These things are not to be taken 
as signs of the end—yet how often they 
are. According to Jesus, they are only 
a part, the beginning, of that process 
of travail by which the new birth of the 
world is to be brought about. The dis- 
ciples are not to be misled by such hap- 
penings. Their unending duty is to preach 
the gospel. 

2. The Destruction of Jerusalem, 
24:15-28. The disciples had asked spe- 
cifically when this should be. Jesus ad- 
vised them in reply that when they saw 
“the desolating sacrilege spoken of by 
the prophet Daniel standing in the holy 
place” to leave not only Jerusalem, but 
also Judea, as speedily as possible. The 
term ‘abomination of desolation” or 
“desolating sacrilege” is taken from Dan- 
iel 11:13; 12:11, and I Mac. 1:54, where 
it refers to the profanation of the temple 
by Antiochus Epiphanes in 168 B.C. As 
used by Jesus it refers to any like dese- 
cration of the city or the temple. Luke 
interprets it to mean “Jerusalem sur- 
rounded by armies” (21:20). This pre- 
diction was fulfilled, as noted above, in 
A.D. 70. As Jesus foretold in vss. 18-22, 
the suffering of the Jewish nation was 
terrible beyond belief. And if the period 
of starvation, internecine war and slaugh- 
ter had continued much longer the people 
would have been annihilated. The Chris- 
tians however were warned by Jesus’ 
words and many of them fled the city at 
the approach of the Roman armies. 


3. The Coming of the Son of Man in 
Power, 24:29-35. He is to come im- 


mediately after the tribulation of those 
days, that is, the destruction of Jerusalem, 
and the generation to which he is speak- 
ing would witness the event (34). It is 
plain from these words that he is not 
referring here to that final coming which 
we still await. 

The coming to which Jesus alludes will 
be marked (1) by heavenly portents (vss. 
29-30). Some think these expressions 
are to be interpreted literally. We should 
note, however, that the figures belong to 
the poetic, imaginative language of the 
prophets as they spoke of the manifesta- 
tion of God in the future. For example, 
in Isaiah 13:10 such language refers to 
the destruction of Babylon by the Medes; 
in 13:34 to the judgment of Edom; in 
Ezekiel 32:7-8 to the judgment of Egypt; 
in Acts 2:20 to the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. The language used by Jesus then 
is only a vivid way of describing God’s 
intervention in human history or in some 
crisis in the development of God's King- 
dom. 

The event to which Jesus refers is 
marked (2) by the coming of the Son 
of Man on the clouds of heaven, with 
power and great glory. The passage 
from which this language is taken is 
Daniel 7:13, in which one like a Son 
of Man comes on the clouds of heaven, 
and the Ancient of Days gives him an 
everlasting and universal kingdom. The 
prediction about the coming on the clouds 
does not need to be taken literally any- 
more than the following references to the 
heavenly bodies. Jesus seems to mean 
that Daniel’s prophecy would begin to 
be fulfilled after the destruction of Je- 
rusalem. The spoilation of the Holy 
City, so far from meaning the end of the 
Kingdom, as the disciples thought, would 
stimulate its coming. More and more 
Jesus would come powerfully and glo- 
riously into the hearts and lives of men. 

The crisis to which Jesus alludes is 
to be marked (3) by the gathering of the 
elect from all corners of the globe. This 
great ingathering begins after the destruc- 
tion of. Jerusalem because Jewish na- 
tionalism was at that time the great ob- 
stacle to the universal spread of the King- 
dom. Under its influence, Christianity 
threatened to become a mere appendage 
to Judaism, to have the particularism, 
formalism, and legalism of that religion 
grafted upon it in such a way that it 
could never become a universal religion. 
With the removal of this obstacle could 
begin, not the gathering of the elect 
merely, but the gathering of them from 
the four quarters of the world. And so 
it came about. 

4. The Final Coming of Christ, 
24 :36-42. Jesus had spoken of the de- 
struction of Jerusalem, of his coming in 
power into the world after that event; 
he speaks now of his final coming at the 
end of the world. The disciples had 
asked when this would be. Jesus said, 
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“Of that day and hour [as contrasted 
with these other things of which he had 
been speaking, all of which should be 
fulfilled in his disciples’ generation] no 
one knows but the Father only.” 
He himself did not know. He only knew 
that it would come at a time when they 
were not expecting it and were busy about 
the ordinary duties of life 

We cannot fail to note that Jesus’ 
words here and hereafter refer almost 
equally as well to his final coming at the 
end of the world, and to his final coming 
so far as we personally are concerned at 
the time of our death. We cannot know 
the time when our Lord shall come for 
us, whether it be on our death-bed, or in 
the death throes of the world. If we are 
wise, therefore, we shall be ready at all 
times. And it is to this matter that Jesus 
now turns. 


Il. Jesus’ Instructions for the 


Future, 24:43—25:13 


Jesus gave his disciples instructions for 
the future in a series of five parables, 
three of which are included in our present 
lesson, and two of which are given in 
the lesson for next week. The first three 
all enforce the same lesson: Watch, be 
ready (cf. 24:32,44; 25:13). And each 
one gives one particular reason as to why 
watchfulness or preparation is so im- 
portant. 

The first parable tells us that Jesus 
will come as a thief in the night, 24:43- 
44. The thief does not give any advance 
warning of his visit. If the householder 
knew the hour he would certainly be pre- 
pared to meet him. So Christ will come 
for us in death or at the end of the world. 
We do not know the year or the month 
or the day. We must be ready at all 
times because of that very fact, because 
his coming will be unexpected. 

The second parable is that of the 
faithful and unfaithful servants, 24:45- 
51. A man leaves a trusted servant in 
charge of his household. He returns at 
an unexpected moment. If he finds that 
his servant has been faithful to his trust, 
he will reward him with even greater 
responsibility. If, on the other hand, 
he finds that the servant has been faith- 
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less, that he has abused his powers, he 
will punish him according to his deserts. 
In this parable Jesus emphasizes again 
that he will return unexpectedly. But 
there are also new elements in the picture. 
There is a suggestion of delay. The 
wicked servant says, “My master is de- 
layed.” There is also the added notion 
that when Jesus come he will 
bring rewards and punishments in his 
hand. Here then is the second reason 
why we are to be ready for Jesus’ com- 
ing, ready, in other words, for death or 
for the end of the world. First, because 
he will come in a time when we are not 
expecting him; second, because when he 
does come, he will reward those who have 
been faithful, he will punish those who 
have been unfaithful. 


does 


There is some light thrown here upon 
the nature of the future life. Jesus does 
not tell us what the punishment in that 
time will be, but he does say that ‘‘there 
men will weep and gnash their teeth.” 
These words here are not to be taken 
literally, as John Calvin agrees in his 
famous Institutes. They do indicate that 
to those who have been unfaithful to their 
trust, the future life will bring bitter 
disappointment. So also Jesus does not 
tell us what the reward will be in the 
future life for those who are faithful. It 
is not idleness, however, as many seem 
to think, but rather the opportunity for 
larger work. We are happiest when we 
have something to do, and if we use our 
opportunities faithfully here, we shall 
have greater opportunities in the life to 
come. Kipling’s well known poem, 
L’envoi, might well have been inspired 
by this and similar passages in the New 
Testament: 

“When earth’s last picture is painted, and 
the tubes are twisted and dried, 

When the oldest colors have faded, and 

the youngest critic has died, 

We shall rest, and, faith, we shall need 

it—lie down for an aeon or two, 

Till the Master of All Good Workmen 

shall put us to work anew. 


* * * 


‘ 


‘And only the Master shall praise us, and 
only the Master shall blame; 

And no one shall work for money, and 
no one shall work for fame; 

But each for the joy of the working, and 
each, in his separate star, 

Shall draw the Thing as he sees It for 
the God of Things as They Are! 
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Jesus’ third parable inculcating watch- 
fulness for the end is that the wise and 
foolish virgins, 25:1-13. He gives us a 
vivid picture of an oriental wedding, the 
most joyous of all festivities. At night 
the bridgroom comes to the house of the 
bride that he may take her to his own 
home. She and her bridesmaids await 
the moment. The latter will go forth to 
meet the bridegroom when the cry is heard 
that he is near. The bride has ten maids 
of honor, and their lamps, shaped like a 
saucer, covered or opened with a hole in 
the top or side through which to pour 
oil, and another hole near the edge for 
the insertion of the wick, are ready, 
trimmed and burning while they wait. 
These saucer-shaped lamps (necessary 
on the unlighted oriental streets) held 
only a small quantity of olive oil, and if 
there was to be any prolonged use of the 
lamps an extra supply of oil was taken. 
This was carried in a suitable vessel. In 
this case five of the maids of honor had 
brought with them an extra supply of oil; 
five had failed todo so. For some reason 
the bridegroom was delayed. The maid- 
ens slept. Suddenly the cry was heard 
that the wedding party was approaching. 
The bridesmaids who had brought an 
extra supply of oil filled their lamps. 
Those who had failed to provide them- 
selves with an additional supply found 
that their lamps were going out. They 
wished to borrow oil from their wiser 
sisters. It was not that the latter were 
unwilling to supply them. It was rather 
that they had none to spare. And so 
the five “foolish virgins” went out to buy 
more oil. But when they returned they 
found that the doors of the bridegroom’s 
house were locked. Unrecognized, they 
were forced to remain outside. 

This parable emphasizes, with the 
other two, that Jesus will come at an 
unexpected moment; that his delay will 
lead some to grow careless; that his final 
coming will bring joy to some, disap- 
pointment to others. But it adds a third 
reason for being ready. We may state 
them in this way: (1) He will come un- 
expectedly; (2) he will bring rewards 
and punishments in his hands; (3) if 
we are not ready it will be eternally too 
late. 

Do men today think too much or too 
little about death, the final coming of 
Christ, the future life? We plan for our 
earthly futures. Is it unwise to plan for 
our eternal future? Are Jesus’ reasons 
for being ready still valid? How do you 
explain the fact that so many men today 
are not concerned about the future life? 
What are some of the consequences of this 
lack of concern? Would a vital concern 
make us otherworldly or morbid ? What is 
the best way for a man to prepare for 
the coming of Christ? 


Lesson topic and Scripture selections 
copyrighted by the Division of Education, 
National Council of Churches. Scripture 
quotations from the Revised Standard Ver- 
sion. 
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BOOK NOTES 





Protestant Book List, 1953 


Selected for Lenten Reading by Roland H. Bainton* 


1. The Interpreters Bible, Vol. I. The 
first half is a veritable introduction to 
Old Testament studies and the second half 
a commentary both scholarly and homi- 
letical on Genesis and Exodus. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury, $8.75. 

2. The Reformation of the Sixteenth 
Century. Roland H. Bainton. This book 
is included by the selection committee, 
not by the selector. Roland Bainton has 
been called “our best living authority on 
the Reformation (Religious Book Club 
SZulletin). Here he presents the first Eng- 
lish language survey of the Reformation, 
of definitive proportions, in 25 years. 
Beacon Press. $3.75. 

3. The Revised Standard Version of the 
Bible. This new translation aims at ac- 
curacy and modernity, while conserving 
in so far as possible the stately rhythms 
of the King James version. Nelson. $6. 

}. Lord of All Life. Ian A. Burnett. 
Scenes and words from the life of Christ 
rekindled by the glow of reverent imagina- 
tion. Rinehart. $2.50. 

5. A Faith for Tough Times. Harry 
Emerson Fosdick. By one who confesses 
that when he visited the garden of Geth- 
semane, he was not there spiritually. He 
has been since and shows it here. Harper. 
$1.75. 

6. Christ in Poetry. Thos. Curtis and 
Helen Davis Clark, eds. The best of the 
poems about Christ which have appeared 
in the last quarter-century in the Chris- 
tian Century plus the well-known classics. 
Association Press. $3.49. 

7. Zwingli, the Reformer. Oskar Farner. 
A colorful biography. Philosophical Li- 
brary. $2.75. 

8. Rediscovering Jesus. Jack Finegan. 
Rediscevering Jesus through archaeology, 
history and Christian faith. Association 
Press. $2.50. 

9. The Irony of American History. Rein- 
hold Niebuhr. Trenchant comments on 
our plight. Scribner. $2.50. ‘ 

10. Thoughts for Meditation. N. Gan- 
gulee with a foreword by T. S. Eliot. An 
anthology of passages to ponder. Beacon 
Press. $2.25. 

11. A Protestant Manifesto. Winfred 
E. Garrison. What Protestantism holds 
in common with all religions and with 
Roman Catholicism and what is distinc- 
tive in the Protestant witness. Abingdon- 
Cokesbury. $2.75. 

12. On Proving God. Roger Haselton. 
Proving God is really the clarification of 
our thinking with regard to God’s self- 
disclosure. Harper. $2.50. 

*Dr. Bainton is professor of ecclesiastical 


history at the Yale Divinity School, the 
author of Here I Stand and other books. 
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13. Our Children and God. Mrs. Clar- 
ence H. Hamilton. Vivid examples and 
discussions of love, marriage, parenthood 
and the rearing of children. Bobbs-Mer- 
rill. $2.50. 

14. Report from Christian Europe. 
Stewart W. Herman. In a divided Europe 
the one link is Jesus Christ. Friendship. 
$2.50. 

15. The Counselor in Counseling. Seward 
Hiltner. Wise counsel to counselors. 
Abingdon-Cokesbury. $2.50. 

16. Meeting of Minds: A Way to Peace 
through Meditation. Elmore Jackson. 
Edited by the representative of the Amer- 
ican Friends Service Committee at the 
United Nations. McGraw-Hill. $3.50. 

17. Prayers of the Christian Life. John 
Underwood Stephens. These prayers are 
noble in diction and directed to specific 
needs. Oxford. $2.75. 

18. The Christian Interpretation of Re- 
ligion. Edward J. Jurji. An evaluation 
of the great religions of the world from 
the Christian standpoint. The gospel, the 
author says, is essentially incompatible 
with all world cultures including our own. 
Maemillan. $4.50. 

19. Mere Christianity. C. S. Lewis. Ra- 
dio talks, simple, lucid and appealing. 
Maemillan. $2.75. 


20. Marching off the Map. Halford Luc- 
cock. Inimitable whimsicality in the serv- 
ice of ardent purpose. Harper. $2.50. 

21. The Lost Churches of China. Leo- 
nard M. Outerbridge. Christianity has 
been cast out of China five times in 1300 
years. Why? Westminster. 3.50. 

22. Natural Religion and Christian The- 
ology. Charles E. Raven. An historical 
survey of the attitudes of Christianity to 
nature and to natural science. For solid 
study. Cambridge. $4.00. 

23. Religion in Twentieth-Century Amer- 
ica. Herbert W. Schneider. Acute ap- 


praisal. Harvard. $4.25. 

24. Time and Eternity. W. T. Stace. A 
meaty book; not specifically Christian, 
though it is decidedly religious. Prince- 
ton. $3.00. 

25. Religion in the Development of 
American Culture 1765-1840. William War- 
ren Sweet. This is the second volume in 
an admirable history of religion in Amer- 
ica. Scribner. $3.50. 

26. Psychology, Religion and Healing. 
Leslie Weatherhead. A survey and dis- 
criminating evaluation of what religion 
has offered and has to offer to the art 
of healing. Abingdon-Cokesbury. $5.00. 





BOOKS RECEIVED 





That Man Paul. Edward Carpenter. 
Longmans, Green & Co., Inc., N. Y. 75 
cents, paper, 

A Doctor’s Soliloquy. Joseph Hayyim 
Krimsky. Philosophical Library, N. Y. 
$2.75. 

The Gospels. J. B. Phillips. The Mac- 
millan Co., N. Y. $2.75. 

Successful Christian Living. (Reprint). 
Harry Emerson Fosdick. Garden City 
Books, N. Y. $1.49. 

The Hope of the World. (Reprint). 
Harry Emerson Fosdick. Garden City 
Books, N. Y. $1.49. 

The Presidents, Men of Faith. Bliss 
Isely. W. A. Wilde Co., Boston. $3.75. 

Prayer Time. Compiled by Edward D. 
Staples. The Upper Room, Nashville. 35 
cents, paper. 

The Episcopal Church. Walter Herbert 
Stowe. The Church Historical Society, 
Philadelphia. 25 cents, paper. 

Worship Services for Life Planning. 
Alice A. Bays. Abingdon-Cokesbury, Nash- 
ville. $2.50. 

The Use of Life. Frederick Ward Kates 
Harper & Bros., N. Y. $1.75. 
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SIX CENTS per word and initial including 
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D. R. E. WANTED 





DIRECTOR of Religious Education in 

Presbyterian Church of 1,000 members in 
large southern city. Recently moved into 
fine suburban area. Unusual opportunity. 
Formal training and experience preferred, 
but not absolutely necessary. Mature 
young man or woman wishing to change 
from other occupation into religious work 
would be considered. Salary to be agreed 
upon. Address YBB, % OUTLOOK, 
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MINISTERIAL 
MENTION 


CHANGES 

John S. McMullen, Presbyterian, U. 5S. 
director of youth work, has accepted a call 
to the First Mo., ef- 
fective May 1. 

Samuel W. Newell, Jr., Mullins, S. C., 
will become pastor of the Davidson, N. C. 
about March 1. 

W. S. MeAliley, formerly of Alexander 
City, Ala., is now pastor at Starke, Fla. 

Julian L. Houston, Standord, Ky., has 
call to the 
Ky., 
his work there. 
Court, Apt. 1. 

C. Rogers McLane from Lavras, Minas 
Gerais, to Caiza Postal 133, Campinas, E. 
de Sao Paulo, Brazil, S. A. 

Sam N. Milton, formerly of West Point, 
Miss., 1310 Ave., S., St. 
Fla. 

J. T. Williams from Indian Valley, Va., 
to Route 1, Box 78, A. A., Coeburn, Va., 
Mary Martin Memorial church. 

W. H. Benchoff, formerly of Kannap- 
olis, N. C., may be addressed at Box 667, 
Marshall, Texas. 

Ernest F. Baulch, Columbia, Tenn., 
Military Academy, has been received from 
the Methodist church by Columbia Pres- 
bytery. 

Monroe Bush, Jr., Wytheville, Va., has 
been divested of his office as a minister 
by Potomac Presbytery at his own request 
and without 








church, Columbia, 


College church 


accepted a Iroquois church, 


Louisville, and has already 


Address: 107 


begun 
Hartwell 


is at Lakeview 


Petersburg, 


censure. 

Moses E. James, formerly of Charlotte, 
N. C., is city missionary in charge of the 
mission of the First church, Chattanooga, 
Tenn. 1810 Oak St. 

W. A. Ramsey, retired, from Louisville, 
Ky., to 6426 W. 81st St., Los Angeles 45, 
Calif. 

Samuel Stanworth has been honorably 
retired as pastor of the Jackson, Tenn., 
church and named pastor emeritus. 

E. C. Williams from Wellsville, Mo., to 
Perry, Mo. 

H. M. Washburn from 
the Kate Anderson 
Va. 

Thomas B. Warren from Reagan, Tenn., 
to Russellville, Ala. 

R. G. Valentine from Hazlehurst, Miss., 
to the Westminster church, Shreveport, 
La., 3600 Lakeshore Dr. 

R. Earl Price from Palacios, Texas, to 
the Woodlawn church, Christi, 
Texas, 3757 Shell Rd. 

W. A. Nicholson from Crossnore, N. C., 
to McClellanville, S. C., the New Wappe- 
taw church. 

T. E. Henderson from Rose Hill, Va., 
to the Northside church, Gastonia, N. C., 
1518 W. Davidson St. 


Address: 


Forest, Va., to 
church, Martinsville, 


Corpus 


Milton B. Faust, North Carolina's di- 
rector of evangelism, continues to make 
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his home in Salisbury, N. C., address Box 
1352. 

Wm. R. Dupree, Gallatin, Tenn., has 
become pastor of the First (USA) church, 
New Hope, Pa. 

Taylor O. Bird, formerly of 
Tenn., now serves the Faison and Calypso 
churches, Faison, N. C. 

E. Z. Bello from Houston, Texas, to the 
Church of the Divine Savior, 4036 Buena 
Vista, Dallas 4, 

James Eade Anderson 
studying in Edinburgh, 


Delrose, 


Texas. ’ 
who has been 
Scotland, now 
serves the Olney church, Pinkney Station, 
Gastonia, N. C. 

Chas. A. Surber, assistant pastor of the 
First (USA) church, El Paso, Texas, has 
accepted a call to the First church, Palm- 
dale, Calif. 

Jos. E. Kropff, Second (USA) church, 
Oklahoma City, will become pastor of the 
First church, Oxnard, Calif. 

T. A. Patterson from Freeland, Pa., to 
Churchville, Pa. 

Jesse Belmont Barber, secretary of the 
Department of Work with Colored People 
of the Presbyterian, USA, Board of Na- 
tional Missions, has been given the addi- 
tional assignment of associate secretary of 
the Board’s Evangelism. 
George E. Sweazey is secretary. 

Rollo C. La Porte, president 
University of Dubuque 


Division of 


of the 
(Presbyterian, 
USA), has announced his resignation at 
that institution to take effect not 
than July. He 
pastorate. 


later 
expects to return to a 

Joseph L. Connolly from Robinson, II1., 
to 260 Williams Ave. Ortona, 
Beach, Fla 


Daytona 


MODERATORS 


John A. Mackay, president of Prince- 
ton Theological Seminary, has been unani- 
mously endorsed by New Brunswick Pres- 
bytery, for Moderator of the next Presby- 
terian, USA, General Assembly which is 
to meet in Minneapolis, Minn., May 23. 


W. A. Alexander, the current Presby- 


terian, U. S., Moderator is now on a trip 
to the West Coast: Pasadena; Hollywood 
First church; San Francisco St. John’s, 
Berkeley First (Feb. 22); Central, Den- 
ver, Colo., Mar. 1, with other engagements 
at Redlands, Santa Barbara, Santa Maria, 
Merced, Sacramento, San Jose, San Ansel- 
mo, Santa Rosa and Salt Lake City. This 
trip was arranged by President Jesse H. 
Baird of San Francisco Seminary. 


MISSIONARIES 

Arrivals: Nan Fulson, of Atlanta, Ga., 
was flown to this country from the Bel- 
gian Congo in mid-December on an emer- 
ency health furlough. Katherine Peck and 
Martha Little of the East Brazil Mission 
are at home on regular furlough. 


r 


Departures: R. K. Robinson to Korea, 
leaving his family at Mission Court, 
Richmond, Va. Adeana Duggan left by 
plane Dec. 30 to begin work as a teacher 
in the Central School for Missionaries’ 
Children, Lubondai, Belgian Congo. Dr. 
Paul Crane returned to his work in the 
hospital in Chunju, Korea, early in De- 
cember, while Mrs. Crane and children 
remained at Mission Haven, Decatur, Ga. 
Mrs. John Stout returned to her work in 
the East Brazil Mission last month fol- 
lowing an emergency health furlough. 


DREs 

Melvina Hobson, who has been assistant 
regional director of religious education 
for the Synod of South Carolina, is now 
director for the Shandon church, 607 
Woodrow St., Columbia, S. C. 

Dottie Boardman, student 
worker at Women’s College, University of 
North Carolina, Greensboro, is now DRE 
at the First church, Tallahassee, Fla. 
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DAVIDSON COLLEGE 


Church-related colleges are indispensable 


if America is to remain free 


John R. Cunningham, President 


1953 


Davidson, N. C. 
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or the Christian Character of our Youth? 
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